NATIONAL GALLERIES OF SCOTLAND

CONSERVATION DEPARTMENT

PAPER CONSERVATOR (FIXED TERM) (BAND 5)

The National Galleries of Scotland cares for, develops, researches and displays the national collection of Scottish and international art and, with a lively and innovative programme of activities, exhibitions, education and publications, aims to engage, inform and inspire the broadest possible public.
NGS is a non-departmental public body centrally funded by the Scottish Government. It is internationally renowned, attracts nearly 1.5 million visitors per year and consists of the following complexes in Edinburgh:

· The National Gallery of Scotland Complex, on the Mound, featuring the National Gallery, the Royal Scottish Academy Building and the Weston Link, 

· The Scottish National Portrait Gallery on Queen Street

· The Scottish National Gallery of Modern Art and Dean Gallery at Belford Road

There are also partner galleries: Duff House in Banff and Paxton House in Berwickshire.

The function of the Conservation Department is to conserve the permanent collections and works on loan to the National Galleries of Scotland according to the best practices and standards.  This post has become available with the National Galleries of Scotland to support our existing conservation staff with two major projects: the Portrait of the Nation and ARTIST ROOMS.  
Portrait of the Nation:

This ambitious project aims to recover the vibrant character of the Scottish National Portrait Gallery, a magnificent Arts and Crafts building which opened in 1889 as the first purpose-built portrait gallery in the world.  Portrait of the Nation will double the amount of gallery space within the building, and will re-invent the way in which the national collection is displayed, with a new focus on photography and Scottish art.  The project, which will also create a range of new visitor and education facilities, aims to bring the story of Scotland - its peoples, histories, places and cultures - to the widest possible audience.  The transformation of the Gallery will confirm its status as one of Scotland’s major visitor attractions, and will radically extend the ambitions and national role of the National Galleries. As part of the Portrait of the Nation the Department is reviewing current environmental policies.
ARTIST ROOMS:

ARTIST ROOMS has been created through one of the largest and most imaginative gifts of art ever made to museums in Britain. The gift has been made by Anthony d’Offay, with the assistance of the National Heritage Memorial Fund (NHMF), The Art Fund and the Scottish and British Governments.  ARTIST ROOMS will be jointly owned and managed by National Galleries of Scotland and Tate on behalf of the nation.  

The primary aim is to create a new national resource of contemporary art that will strengthen displays and create exhibitions in museums and galleries throughout the UK so as to inspire new audiences, especially of young people.  It is hoped that the donation by Anthony d’Offay will establish a precedent for philanthropy to be followed by other collectors.  ARTIST ROOMS takes the form of 50 rooms of contemporary art by 25 artists including Damien Hirst, Richard Long, Ron Mueck, and Andy Warhol.
The role of the Paper Conservator is to conserve the graphics collections of the National Galleries of Scotland. The postholder will work as part of the Conservation Department to support all aspects of current and ongoing initiatives. This includes fulfilling the Department’s commitments to the Portrait of the Nation and the ARTIST ROOMS projects. This is a period of unrivalled growth in the National Galleries’ collections and these two magnificent projects have presented the Conservation Department with the opportunity to recruit a dynamic individual who will be expected to contribute largely without supervision but will also use discretion in consulting when necessary. The holder of the post will report directly to the Senior Conservator.
The post holder is responsible to the Keeper of Conservation through Senior Paper Conservator to whom they are answerable for the performance of their duties on a day to day basis. The post holder will be expected to contribute to the ongoing development of the department. 
Department Structure:


[image: image1.emf]Director General

Keeper of Conservation

Senior Paper 

Conservator

Senior Paper 

Conservator

Senior 

Conservator

Workshop 

Manager & Frame 

Conservator 

Senior Paintings 

Conservator

PA to Keeper of 

Conservation

Paintings 

Conservator

Fixed Term

Conservation 

Technician (Paper)

Assistant Workshop 

Manager

Conservation 

Technicians

Paper Conservator

Fixed Term

Paper Conservator


DUTIES:
1. Conserve works of art on paper from the collections of the National Galleries of Scotland, including photography, using the most appropriate techniques.

2. With colleagues in the Paper Section determine and prioritise work programme.

3. Maintain detailed condition records and treatment reports on work carried out, supplemented by photography where appropriate.

4. Contribute and participate in the ongoing Departmental review of NGS environmental policies.
5. Provide conservation support as and when required for works on exhibition and loan, both in and out.

6. Courier duties on behalf of the National Galleries of Scotland.
7. Any other duties appropriate to the post.
KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS & EXPERIENCE:
The following range of knowledge skills and experience are required.  Please ensure these are reflected in your application. Short listing for interview will be based on meeting these requirements.

Essential:

· MA Degree in the conservation of works of art on paper or relevant work experience required.

· Experience in practical conservation treatments.

· An ability to plan and prioritise work independently when required.

· A flexible approach and an ability to work well under pressure.

· A capacity to work as a member of a team.

· Willingness to continually develop technical skills with regard to new methods and techniques.

SUMMARY TERMS & CONDITIONS

Hours:
Working hours and days to be agreed between the successful candidate and NGS.  Both part-time and full-time working patterns within normal office hours to be considered, dependant on mutual agreement between the successful candidate and NGS.  Possible work patterns to be discussed at the interview stage of the recruitment process.  As this post is working on a project basis, the length of the fixed term contract will be dependant on the agreed working pattern.  However, to provide an indication of working days involved, the post has allocated funding for approximately 3 months based on full-time hours, i.e. equivalent of 60 days work.
Salary:

 
£24,231 - £30,352 (Full-Time Equivalent) per annum pro-rata
Starting salaries will normally be at the minimum or at a rate that reflects qualifications and/or experience which are of special value for the post and which are above minimum entry requirements.

Annual Leave:

25 days per annum pro-rata
All staff receive 10.5 public and privilege holidays per annum pro-rata.  

Pension:
Civil Service pension provisions enables the National Galleries of Scotland to offer a choice of occupational and stakeholder pensions, giving you the flexibility to choose the pension that suits you best.

Completed application forms should be emailed to the HR Department at apply@nationalgalleries.org, or alternatively hardcopy applications can be sent to National Galleries of Scotland, Dean Gallery, 73 Belford Road, Edinburgh EH4 3DS.
The closing date for applications is Friday 2nd April 2010.
Please note that the successful candidate will be subject to a five year reference check and Basic Disclosure Scotland security clearance.
National Galleries of Scotland is a charity registered in Scotland (No. SC003728)
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